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brother" in respect of "intercourses, privileges, composi-
tions and other provisions (such brother not having wilfully
run into danger or trouble) ", and to be " ready to defend
him as far as reason requireth, at his costs and charges ".
And the seal was given to their official status in the injunc-
tion laid upon all magistrates and customs officials to aid
the officers of the society in enforcing the laws1.
Admission      Admission into the society was obtained in one of four
ways—by patrimony from the father, a ' free and sworn
brother of the fellowship before the birth ' of the claimant;
by service (apprenticeship); by redemption (purchase); and
by * free gift'la.  The amount of the fine exacted for' redemp-
tion ' developed into a subject of burning controversy.   The
Company adopted the avowed policy of making admission
into its ranks difficult on the plea that it was over-crowded :
" Our trade is too narrow for our traders " 2.   Yet behind
this pretext lay the motive to which one of its branches gave
frank expression : "No society or company can be compacted
or drawn together without some respect and hope of com-
modity and fruit; ... as it is no little wisdom to foresee to
the conservation of the same, so it is extreme folly to suffer
others to enjoy that fruit and commodity which can but
suffice only themselves; ... to scrape to themselves, as
it were from our own mouths, our commodities and profits
which should turn and come unto ourselves " 3.    The Com-
pany, in short, claimed a right of property, or ' patrimony *,
in its trade abroad, and treated interlopers as ' usurping
upon other men's rights'4.   The Act of 1497 had reduced
the entrance fee from twenty pounds to one-third of the
amount 5 ; but in the reign of James I. it had risen to two
1 The Lawes, Customes and Ordinances of the Fellowshippe of Merchantes
Adventurers^^, 9, 233-236; Hist. MSS.Comm. Salisbury, vii. 159-160; ibid.
Salisbury, xi. 397 ; ibid. Verulam, 23-24; State Papers Domestic, 1655-
1656, pp. 318-319. The Company was allowed to station an officer in the
custom-house as a check on the merchants: Acts of the Privy Council,
1618-1619, pp. 113, 352. Also see infra, p. 262.
u Infra, Appendix, p. 496, No. I.
 *	Parker.    Of a Free Trade (1648), 22.
 *	Newcastle Merchant Adventurers, i. 53-54.
 *	Wheeler, A Treatise of Commerce (1601), 54.
5 Supra^voL. i. 577. Those admitted to trade under the Act con-
stituted the ' New Hanse ' to which Gresham was opposed : see his letter in
Burgon, Life of Gresham, i. 463. Their privileges were fewer : infra, p. 224.

